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Domestic and familial violence
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« Domestic violence (also named domestic abuse or family violence) is violence or other abuse in a
domestic setting, such as in marriage or cohabitation. Domestic violence is often used as a synonym for
Intimate partner violence, which is committed by one of the people in an intimate relationship against
the other person, and can take place in heterosexual or same-sex relationships, or between former
spouses or partners. In its broadest sense, domestic violence also involves violence against children,
teenagers, parents, or the elderly. It takes multiple forms, including physical, verbal, emotional,
economic, religious, reproductive, and sexual abuse, which can range from subtle, coercive forms to
marital rape and to violent physical abuse such as choking, beating, female genital mutilation, and acid
throwing that results in disfigurement or death.




Globally, the victims of domestic violence are overwhelmingly women, and women tend to experience more
severe forms of violence. They are also likelier than men to use intimate partner violence in self-defense .In
some countries, domestic violence may be seen as justified or legally permitted, particularly in cases of actual or
suspected_infidelity on the part of the woman. Research has established that there exists a direct and

significant correlation between a country's level of gender equality and rates of domestic violence, where
countries with less gender equality experience higher rates of domestic violence. Domestic violence is among
the most underreported crimes worldwide for both men and women. Due to social stigmas regarding male
victimization, men who are victims of domestic violence face an increased likelihood of being overlooked by
healthcare providers.
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Self-defense
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Infidelity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Correlation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gender_equality
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Domestic_violence_against_men

 Domestic violence often occurs when the abuser believes that abuse is an entitlement, acceptable,
justified, or unlikely to be reported. It may produce an intergenerational cycle of violence in
children and other family members, who may feel that such violence is acceptable or
condoned.Many people do not recognize themselves as abusers or victims because they may
consider their experiences as family conflicts that got out of control. Awareness, perception,
definition and documentation of domestic violence differs widely from country to country.
Domestic violence often happens in the context of forced or child marriage.
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* In abusive relationships, there may be a cycle of abuse during which tensions rise and an act of violence is
committed, followed by a period of reconciliation and calm. The victims may be trapped in domestically
violent situations through isolation, power and control, traumatic bonding to the abuser, cultural acceptance,
lack of financial resources, fear, shame, or to protect children. As a result of abuse, victims may experience
physical disabilities, dysregulated aggression, chronic health problems, mental illness, limited finances, and a
poor ability to create healthy relationships. Victims may experience severe psychological disorders, such as
posttraumatic stress disorder. Children who live in a household with violence often show psychological
problems from an early age, such as avoidance, hypervigilance to threats, and dysregulated aggression which

may contribute to vicarious traumatization
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* Domestic violence is now commonly defined broadly to include "all acts of physical, sexual,
psychological or economic violence* that may be committed by a family member or intimate
partner.The term intimate partner violence is often used synonymously with domestic abuse or
domestic violence, but it specifically refers to violence occurring within a couple relationship (i.e.,
marriage, cohabitation, or non-cohabiting intimate partners). To these, the World Health
Organization (WHO) adds controlling behaviors as a form of abuse. Intimate partner violence has
been observed in opposite and same-sex relationships, and in the former instance by both men
against women and women against men. Family violence is a broader term, often used to include
child abuse, elder abuse, and other violent acts between family members.
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* In 1993, The United Nations Declaration on the Elimination of Violence Against Women defined domestic violence
as: Physical, sexual and psychological violence occurring in the family, including battering, sexual abuse of female
children in the household, dowry-related violence, marital rape, female genital mutilation and other traditional
practices harmful to women, non-spousal violence and violence related to exploitation. Not all domestic violence is
equivalent. Differences in frequency, severity, purpose, and outcome are all significant. Domestic violence can take
many forms, including physical aggression or assault (hitting, kicking, biting, shoving, restraining, slapping,
throwing objects beating up, etc.), or threats thereof; sexual abuse; controlling or domineering; intimidation;
stalking; passive/covert abuse (e.g., neglect); and economic deprlvatlon It can also mean endangerment, criminal
coercion, kidnapping, unlawful imprisonment trespassing, and harassment.
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 Physical abuse is that involving contact intended to cause fear, pain, injury, other physical suffering
or bodily harm. In the context of coercive control, physical abuse is to control the victim. The
dynamics of physical abuse in a relationship are often complex. Physical violence can be the
culmination of other abusive behavior, such as threats, intimidation, and restriction of victim self-
determination through isolation, manipulation and other limitations of personal freedom. Denying
medical care, sleep deprivation, and forced drug or alcohol use, are also forms of physical abuse. It
can also include inflicting physical injury onto other targets, such as children or pets, in order to
cause emotional harm to the victim.
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« Strangulation in the context of domestic violence has received significant attention.[66] It is
now recognized as one of the most lethal forms of domestic violence; yet, because of the lack
of external injuries, and the lack of social awareness and medical training in regard to it,
strangulation has often been a hidden problem. As a result, in recent years, many US states
have enacted specific laws against strangulation. Acid attacks, are an extreme form of
violence in which acid is thrown at the victims, usually their faces, resulting in extensive
damage including long-term blindness and permanent scarring. These are commonly a form
of revenge against a woman for rejecting a marriage proposal or sexual advance.
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Bride burning or dowry killing is a form of domestic violence in which a newly married woman is killed
at home by her husband or husband's family due to their dissatisfaction over the dowry provided by her
family. The act is often a result of demands for more or prolonged dowry after the marriage.

Sexual abuse, is defined b%/ World Health Organization as any sexual act, attempt to obtain a sexual act,
unwanted sexual comments or advances, or acts to traffic, or otherwise directed, against a person's
sexuality using coercion. It also includes obligatory inspections for virginity and female genital
mutilation. Aside from initiation of the sexual act through physical force, sexual abuse occurs if a person
Is verbally pressured into consenting ,unable to understand the nature or condition of the act, unable to
decline participation, or unable to communicate unwillingness to engage in the sexual act.
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* In many cultures, victims of rape are considered to have brought dishonor or disgrace to their families and face
severe familial violence, including honor Kkillings. This is especially the case if the victim becomes pregnant.
Reproductive coercion (also called "coerced reproduction') are threats or acts of violence against a partner's
reproductive rights, health and decision-making; and includes a collection of behaviors intended to pressure or
coerce a partner into becoming pregnant or ending a pregnancy.

« Emotional abuse (or psychological abuse) is a pattern of behavior that threatens, intimidates, dehumanizes or
systematically undermines self-worth. Emotional abuse includes minimising, threats, isolation, public humiliation,
unrelenting criticism, constant personal devaluation, repeated stonewalling and gaslighting. Stalking is a common
form of psychological intimidation, and is most often perpetrated by former or current intimate partners. Victims
tend to feel their partner has nearly total control over them, greatly affecting the power dynamic in a relationship,
empowering the perpetrator, and disempowering the victim.
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« Economic abuse (or financial abuse) is a form of abuse when one intimate partner has control over
the other partner's access to economic resources. Marital assets are used as a means of control.
Economic abuse may involve preventing a spouse from resource acquisition, limiting what the
victim may use, or by otherwise exploiting economic resources of the victim. Economic abuse
diminishes the victim's capacity to support themselves, increasing dependence on the perpetrator,
including reduced access to education, employment, career advancement, and assets acquirement.
Forcing or pressuring a family member to sign documents, to sell things, or to change a will are
forms of economic abuse.
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« A victim may be put on an allowance, allowing close monitoring of how much money is spent,
preventing spending without the perpetrator's consent, leading to the accumulation of debt or
depletion of the victim's savings. Disagreements about money spent can result in retaliation with
additional physical, sexual or emotional abuse. In parts of the world where women depend on
husbands' income in order to survive (due to lack of opportunities for female employment and lack
of state welfare) economic abuse can have very severe consequences. Abusive relations have been
associated with malnutrition among both mothers and children. In India, for example, the
withholding of food is a documented form of family abuse.
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Thank You

This Power Point Presentation is solely for the purpose of classroom teaching and the content has been taken from
books and Internet open access sources.



