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ist. A humanist, he was a part of the
n between transcendentalism and
incorporating both views in his
itman is among the most

ial poets in the American canon,

d the father of free verse



tain! My Captain!
BY WALT WHITMAN

n! our fearful trip is done,

her’d every rack, the prize we sought is won,
bells I hear, the people all exulting,

steady keel, the vessel grim and daring;

or you the flag is flu
bouquets and ribbon’d wrea
ey call, the swaying mass, their
Here Captain! dear father!
This arm beneath your head!
It is some dream that on the deck,
You've fallen cold and dead.

the bugle trills,
ou the shores a-crowding,
faces turning;

does not answer, his lips are pale and still,
es not feel my arm, he has no pulse nor will,
chor’d safe and sound, its voyage closed and done,
From fearful trip the victor ship comes in with object won;
Exult O shores, and ring O bells!
But I with mournful tread,
Walk the deck my Captain lies,
Fallen cold and dead.



in' My Captain!” is an extended
m written by Walt Whitman in

in the Dooryard Bloom'd”, “Hush'd Be the
Camps To—day”, and “This Dust was Once
he Man”, it is one of four poems written by
hitman about the death of Lincoln.





https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Saturday_Press_(literary_newspaper)

Summary

The poem is an ele
recently deceased C
celebrating the sa

of their ship and n

speaker express
has reached its ho

succes
that hisI



https://www.gradesaver.com/walt-whitman-poems/study-guide/character-list#captain
https://www.gradesaver.com/walt-whitman-poems/study-guide/character-list#body

Analysis

wrote this poem shortly after
braham Lincoln was
t is an extended metaphor

-salvaged union. The speaker, torn between
elief and despair, captures America's
confusion at the end of the Civil War. It
was a time of many conflicting sentiments,
nd Whitman immortalizes this sense of
uncertainty in "O Captain! My Captain!"



itman's poetry places a lot of emphasis
individual. This particular poem
a variation on that theme: the self
. The speaker struggles with
ersonal feelings of loss with
ood resulting from the
hile the Civil War
claimed many li d to the
‘reunification of the SO many
Americans felt similarly divided. In
- Whitman's poem, the speaker believes that
he should be part of the "other" group,
celebrating the return to safety. However,
his inner thoughts set him apart from the
rowd as he tries to reconcile his emotional
reaction to the Captain's death.




s using an AABBCDED
designed for
nine quatrains,
ach stanza has
o quatrains of four seven-beat lines,
ollowed by a four-line refrain, which
anges slightly from stanza to stanza, in a
ameter /trimeter ballad beat




Reception

m was Whitman's most popular
lifetime, and the only one to be
before his death.The

el C. Cohen noted that "My
ied beyond the limited

"history in the form of a ballad".Initial
reception to the poem was very positive. In
“early 1866, a reviewer in the Boston
ommonwealth wrote that the poem was
the most moving dirge for Lincoln ever
written,adding that Drum Taps "will do
uch to remove the prejudice against Mr.
Whitman in many minds"



This Power Point Presentation is solely for the purpose of classroom teaching and the
content has been taken from books and Internet open access sources.



